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  “I saw what 
I Dreamed 

and the 
Pigment 

Ran.”

— Renzo

Renzo was born on April 11, 1953 in Martinez, California and raised in the state’s Bay 
Area. He has since spent one year in Brisbane, Queensland Australia, six years in 
Yelapa, Jalisco Mexico and nine years in San Diego, California. The youngest of three 
brothers, Renzo was raised within a conservative and strictly religious environment 

by his father, a retired Baptist pastor and house painter.

Renzo is the father of “Lucid Realism”, an artistic style that draws heavily on his 
experiences with the indigenous cultures of Australia, Costa Rica and Mexico as it 
expresses the commonality of the human experience through symbolic, abstract, 
and þgurative expressionism. His style also encourages the viewer to perceive the 

cohesion between the waking and dreaming states.

Renzo’s paintings and sculptures express and communicate his observations of what 
he believes to be the basic qualities that separate humanity from the inanimate 

objects that surround it while maintaining their interconnectivity. 

òOver the years I have developed an afþnity to communication through symbols/
pictographs; visual language.ó

Renzo’s images are opaque with transparent overlays to form composites, ranging 
from the þgurative to abstract expressionism. In his four decades of painting, Renzo 
has experimented with a variety of techniques and styles. He always uses highly ÿuid 
paints, because of his connection with their unique qualities on the canvas. Building 
layer upon layer in a process of construction and illustrated depth, Renzo depicts 
metaphors and variables on relationships, spirituality, intent, and even tribal similes. 
His practice of artistic alchemy, use of brush strokes, and habit of scratching at the 
surface of the canvas to produce a primal nature to these imaginary vehicles help 

to convey an ever illusive inspiration through each painting.

His sculptures, on the other hand, are bold three-dimensional translations of his 
paintings, bringing them to life with 360 degrees of unmistakable Mezzo-American 
ÿavor replete with symbolism and deep meanings to be discovered by the viewer.

Renzo has shown his work throughout California and is in the permanent collections 
of the Crocker Museum in Sacramento. His work is also represented in the ongoing 
exhibition for the Kaiser Corporation, as well as public and commercial galleries in 

Florida, Nevada, Texas, Germany and Mexico.

While creating his art over the years, Renzo has held various positions within the visual 
arts arena including: illustrator, art director, graphic designer and exhibit designer. 
He has also worked as an instructor and career development administrator at The 
Art Institute of California in San Diego, California, where he was responsible for 

faculty management, curriculum development and undergraduate instruction.

Currently Renzo is residing in Southern California where he is painting and sculpting 
full time. Renzo’s “Lucid Realism” creations portray a level of tactile skill and 

competence that evoke a personal involvement from the viewer.
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• Renzo was born on April 11, 1953 in Martinez, California, the youngest 
of three brothers.

• As an art student in high school at the age of fifteen, Renzo would 
sometimes cut class in order to attend art lectures at San Francisco State 

University with his older brothers in order to get a deeper understanding 
of fine art. 

• Having gotten an early start of an art career, Renzo was represented 
by his first gallery even before he graduated from high school, 

recognition of his innate talent.

• At nineteen, Renzo’s expertise in painting had already reached the 
point where he was instructing adults in watercolor painting techniques.

• Up until age twenty-three, however, music was a shared passion with 
art, to the extent of his being both a composer and a performer, but 

then Renzo decided to focus on a Fine Art career to the benefit of us all.

• Time spent abroad, including a year in Brisbane, Australia, six years 
in Jalisco, Mexico, and a short time in Costa Rica, has had a great 

influence upon the development of Renzo’s “Lucid Realism” style of 
painting.

• “Living the life” in Mexico for so many years, in particular,  has provided 
Renzo with a foundation of experiences that have profoundly influenced 
his creations, giving many of his paintings and sculptures an unmistakably 
Mezzo-American flavor and a unique symbolic richness drawn from deep 

within his very being.

• “Over the years I have developed an affinity to communication through symbols/
pictographs; visual language.”

• Having lived on boats for about sixteen years, one would think that the sea would be a 
major subject, but as Renzo puts it “The ocean to me is special and personal – not to be 

shared.”

• Throughout his long career, Renzo has had experience in many aspects of the arts, from 
being an art director for several organizations to tenure as an art professor at the Art Institute 

of California in San Diego, California.
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• Now Renzo devotes his energies to the creation of fine art in his own unique “Lucid 
Realism” style, rich with symbolism and meaning, for he firmly believes that “All things, 

whether organic or not, animate or inanimate, are interconnected.”

• Renzo’s works are a window to the lucid realities of life, a starting point for perceptual 
interpretation, and a sharing of the dreamlike cross-cultural connection of beings to 

their world.

collections, notable museum placements & installations

Renzo’s work can be found in the permanent collections of:

• The Crocker Museum in Sacramento, California

• The De Young Museum in San Francisco, California {archives}

And other notable collections such as:

• Kaiser Corporation – Oakland, California

• City of Antioch – Antioch, California

• Nortic Inc. Corporate Headquarters – A Design Firm located 
outside of Portland, Oregon

• Hercules Petroleum Inc. – Owensboro, Kentucky

• Orion Pictures – Hollywood, California

• City of Concord – Concord, California

• Marketplace International – An International provisions 
Consortium based in San Francisco, California

• Twentieth Century Fox – Hollywood, California

• Additional prominent collections within the United States, 

Germany, and Mexico. n
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