sculptural etherealism




'l believe that
my art has a

spiritual beauty,
a sense of
ascension, grace,
flight, awakening,
and rebirth that

s rare; and what
is especially
important fo

me is that | use
beauty and flight
as a metaphor

for divinity.”

— Ira Reines

REINES

Ira Reines was bornin New York, New York on December 3, 1957 and by the age of five his sculptural
talents began to emerge. At nineteen, one of Reines’ sculptures caught the eye of the director
of the Medallic Art Company of Danbury, Connecticut who offered him employment sculpting
medallions. He gratefully fook advantage of this opportunity to learn advanced plaster-working

tfechniques and to hone his sculpting skills.

The worlds of fantasy and mythology and the works of Michelangelo, Rodin, and Bernini fueled the
imagination of Reines and encouraged him to create elaborate bronzes and to begin to accept
private and commercial commissions.

In 1980, Ira Reines’ career got a fremendous boost when he was hired by the Dyansen Gallery to
work with Art Deco Master Erte, considered by many as the father of Art Deco. Ira worked closely
with Erte, translating the master’s two-dimensional designs into seventy bronze sculptures that
were sold world-wide. This symbiotic association with Erte lasted eleven years, up until Erte’s death
in 1991. During this period, Reines’ skills and personal style in fine art sculpting began to evolve,

undergoing a metamorphosis from classical mythological themes to more contemporary ones.

While some of his earlier works, such as “Leda and the Swan”, had a decided Art Deco feel, his
“Neptune”, on permanent display in the Philip Hulitar Sculpture Garden of The Society of the Four
Arts in West Palm Beach, Florida, depicts the god of the sea from Roman mythology.

The sculptures of Ira Raines have now progressed to the point of being referred to as “Sculptural
Etherealism”, delicate and infricately formed figures of near-perfect beauty, often in poses of
extreme balance, sometimes emerging as-if in the process of creation, and replete with beauty
and spirituality. Beauty born of chaos, form created from formlessness, for Reines feels that “Beauty

is a perfect reflection of divinity.”

Personal tragedy, the loss of his parents in 1998 and the ending of a long-term relationship a year
later, exposed the spiritual core of Ira Reines, “Everything was stripped off my work except for the
soul.” He began to channel and transform that pain info positive energy by creating beautiful
sculptures featuring the ascension and re-birth of the human spirit, the soul’'s eternal flight with
divinity and love. In “Sculptural Etherealism” beauty is shown to be born of chaos and, in a way,

Ira Reines was born of chaos as well.

Reines studied the works of Michelangelo, Bernini, and Rodin most passionately and even had
the good fortune to experience their masterpieces first-hand in Rome and Florence when he
was twenty, a very inspiring experience. As he grew older, he also came to admire the work of
twentieth-century master sculptor Frederick Hart, but admits that “My work is more emotional...

That's where | feel my work greatly differs, because my figures are awakening joyously.”

Ira Reines feels that art is important because “it is the vehicle the artist uses to expand the fields of
human endeavor and hope, love, faith, and inspiration into the future.” He also feels that sculpting
comes as natural to him as breathing, that it is his calling, his destiny.

Reines begins his creative process by drawing the spirit or soul of the figure he infend to sculpt, using
lines that have been perceived in nature to be beautiful and uplifting since time in memoriam;
a tree lifting its limbs to the heavens, a flower rejoicing in the sun’s first light, and the naturally

beautiful patterns of sacred geometry.

These preliminary drawings allow “perception to move into the future and unite with the infinite
possibilities of beauty and expressions” and he often creates them while surrounded by beautiful
celestial music, the sweet aroma of incense, and the weightless state of bliss provided by a
warm bath. This all seems to serve to inspire Reines to create sculptures that are “more ethereal,

weightless, and in a more beautiful and pure flowing state of rebirth.”

Such notables as Elizabeth Taylor, Elton John, Johnny Carson, Barbara Streisand, The Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York, The Smithsonian in Washington D.C., and The Victoria and Albert
Museum in London have sculptural pieces created by Ira Reines while in association with the
famous Art Deco Master Erte, but his most notable placement is his bronze “Neptune” which is on

permanent display on the grounds of The Society of the Four Arts in West Palm Beach, Florida.
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My art depicts the human spirit in a mythic state of
“becoming”, of *awakening”, that is the culminating
moment of spiritual transcendence when the soul becomes
one with eternity as it emerges from the elemental strata

of fire, stone, ocean, and wind. It is a dance of divinity and
chaos, the breath of desire as it rises in a flight of graceful

ascension.

| see the infinitely expanding universe as being saturated with
the force of intention, the soul of love ever yearning, and an
eternal flight of awakening. In my sculptures these concepts
take on idealized god/goddess forms, the male; creational
forces, surging and inviolate, the female; yielding, sensual,

gentle, and compassionate. Their combined threads weave

the myriad planes of light and love and Divinity.
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* Ira Reines was born in New York, New York on December 3, 1957
and by the age of five his sculptural talents began to emerge.

* At nineteen, one of Reines’ sculptures caught the eye of the
director of the Medallic Art Company of Danbury, Connecticut
who offered him employment sculpting medallions.

* Reines studied the works of Michelangelo, Bernini, and Rodin
most passionately and even had the good fortune to experience
their masterpieces first-hand in Rome and Florence when he was

twenty, a very inspiring experience.

* In 1980, Ira Reines’ career got a fremendous boost when he was
hired by the Dyansen Gallery to work with Art Deco Master Erte,
considered by many as the father of Art Deco. Ira worked closely
with Erte, translating the master’'s two-dimensional designs into

seventy bronze sculptures that were sold world-wide.

* In 1991, after Erte’s death, Reines’ skills and personal style in fine
art sculpting began to evolve, undergoing a metamorphosis from
classical mythological themes to more contemporary ones.

* In 1998 he lost both of his parents and the ending of a long-term
relationship a year later, exposed the spiritual core of Ira Reines,
He began to channel and transform that pain into positive energy
by creating beautiful sculptures featuring the ascension and re-
birth of the human spirit, the soul’s eternal flight with divinity and

love.

* Currently, such notables as Elizabeth Taylor, Elton John, Johnny
Carson, Barbara Streisand, The Metropolitan Museum of Artin New
York, The Smithsonian in Washington D.C., and The Victoria and
Albert Museum in London have sculptural pieces created by Ira
Reines while in association with the famous Art Deco Master Erte,
but his most notable placement is his bronze “Neptune” which is
on permanent display on the grounds of The Society of the Four

Arts in West Palm Beach, Florida.

© 2009 — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



Sculptures that Ira had created during his association
with Art Deco Master Erte may be found in the
collections of such notables as:

* Actress Elizabeth Taylor

* Singer Elton John

* Former Talk-show Host Johnny Carson
» Singer / Actress Barbara Streisand

On permanent display is his installation:
e “Neptune” — Philip Hulitar Sculpture Garden — The
Society of the Four Arts in West Palm Beach, Florida

“Neptune”
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