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v isual emotionism
DESJARdINS
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The essence of life emerges with every stroke of Desjardins’ brush, every 
texture and nuance, transforming the empty canvas into a statement about 
the mysteries of life, love and our universe itself.  His thoughts are made real 
and hidden faces break free from the chaos of life, giving an almost serene 
and tranquil feeling, while muted and subtle colors coax one into a dreamlike 

state of viewing the mysteries that Desjardins has revealed.

Born in the small Canadian town of Hauterive, Quebec, Canada, on the 
north shore of the Saint Lawrence River on March 2, 1964, Desjardins earned 

his bachelor’s degree in Art from the University of Quebec in Montreal.

André’s passion for life and the stories told in the faces of humanity developed 
early and have continued to evolve. Today he devotes his time, energy, and 
passion to translating emotions into images of timeless beauty and humanity 

as the founder of “Visual Emotionism.”

André’s passion turned to painting early this century with the encouragement 
of friends like Pierre Bernard who urged him “to get out of the frame.”  Such 
advice was just the right thing to say to a man who freely admits that “I 
love to be challenged.” Desjardins has embraced the freedom that pigment 
and canvas provide, to develop his “Visual Emotionism” style (simultaneously 
expressionist and humanist) that fuses the figurative with the abstract and 

tells the stories of those he has encountered. 

Although Desjardins credits the Spanish painter Antoni Tàpies with having the 
greatest influence on his artistic style (primarily because of Tàpies devotion to 
making the insignificant significant and his evolution from surrealist to abstract 
impressionist), it was the death of his father when he was only twelve years 
old that was the most profound influence on his life and his art, for it has 

motivated André “to make him live again in my own accomplishments.”

The art of Desjardins, the founder of “Visual Emotionism,” reaches out to  
touch the soul as it awaits the emotional reaction of the viewer for its 
completion. Like the conductor of a great symphony, Desjardins uses his hands 
to add both emphasis and nuance to his works, for each is a representation 

of humanity energized by the emotions of the artist himself. 

As Desjardins’ paintings continue to evolve, the melding of the old and 
the new, the Da Vinci with the Jackson Pollock, becomes more and more 
apparent.  The fact that Desjardins chooses to create directly on the canvas 
serves to intensify the emotions instilled in each work as it tells its story 
with eloquence and passion and, through a closely guarded proprietary 
technique, crackling is induced to emphasize the fragility of life and add the 

feel of the old masters to each creation. n

DESJARdINS

  "With my 

brush, for a 

brief moment 

of a painting, I 

celebrate the 

right to live, to 

love, to speak, 

to make love…”

— André Desjardins

V I S U A L  E M O T I O N I S M
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•  André Desjardins was born in Hauterive, Quebec, Canada, on the 
North Shore of the St-Laurent River on March 2, 1964.

•  Desjardins holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Art from the University of 
Quebec in Montreal.

Å  Owning a successful marketing þrm with eighty-þve employees 
created a void that painting was destined to þll, for painting affords true 

freedom to express and its content or subject matter is not dictated by 
others.

•  The experience of having created hundreds of art designs for plays 
and movies and thousands of CD covers has provided a þrm foundation 

for the evolution of André’s work and has helped to motivate him to “get 
out of the frame.”

•  Today André devotes his time, energy, and passion to painting, to 
translating emotions into images of timeless beauty and humanity as the 

founder of “Visual Emotionism.”  n

chronology
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Desjardins’ paintings can be found in the collections of many  

prominent personalities in the Province of Quebec:

Å Andrew Lazar ð þlm producer and founder of Mad Chance,  

a þlm production company afþliated with Warner Bros.

• Patrick Roy – CEO of Alliance VivaFilm, Canada’s leading motion picture 

distributor.

Å Producer Pierre Gendron ð internationally recognized þlm producer,  

Oscar nominated and multiple-award winner at the Cannes Film Festival.

Å Helene Belanger-Martin ð þlm producer and director  

and journalist for Elle Magazine.

Notable museums and permanent collections:

• Bibliotheque et Archives National du Quebec (National Library and 

Archives of Quebec) – a collection of Desjardins’ art.

• Loto-Quebec – three works are a part of this public gaming corporation’s permanent  

þne art collection, one of the most prestigious art collections in Canada.

• Sirius Canada – a Canadian partnership comprised of Standard Broadcasting,  

the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, and Sirius Satellite Radio.

• The Royal Victoria Hospital – a part of the McGill University Health Centre in Montreal, Canada.

Å Zoo Films ð a California based þlm production company.

Å Warner Brothers and the National Business Center

• Museum of the Americas - Doral, Florida

• Latino Art Museum - Pomona, California

• Andrews Art Museum - Andrews, North Carolina

• MOCA Museum - Arkansas

Awards:

• Grand Prize – Lux 1998

Å Grand Winner ð Grenier dõOr 2000

Å Grand Prize Winner ð Graphica 2000

Å Grand Prize Winner ð Graphica 2001

• Recipient of three First Prize Awards from TDC,  

an international organization supporting all contemporary areas of design.

• Special recognition from Applied Arts Magazine, Canada’s premier  

visual communication publication.  n

notable collections & awards




