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figurative modernism



“My goal
as an artist

is to create
exquisitely
beautiful art
that reminds
people of their
magnificence
and inspires
them to
achieve their
dreams.”

— Arian

ARIAN

FIGURATIVE MODERNISM

The exceptional work of master painter Arian is the product of
natural artistic talent and heartfelt passion tempered by more than
40 years of study, observation and realization.

For 18 years, after majoring in art in college, Arian painted seven
days aweek, 10 hours a day to perfect his craft, traveling throughout
the United States and Europe to study classical composition,
figurative realism and anatomy. He received his formal training
in painting and sculpture at Fudakis Academy of Classic Realism
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; the Barnstone Studios in Allentown,
Pennsylvania; Northwest Missouri State College at Marysville,

Missouri; and at a private art academy in Florence, Italy.

His strongest artistic influences are the Dutch Masters (Vermeer,
Rubens, and Rembrandt), the French artist and master draftsman
Wiliam Bougureau, and American realist John Singer Sargeant.
Arian’s expansive use of subtle color variations, creative use of
light and shadow and exquisite figurative rendering reflect these
influences and infuse his paintings with breathtaking life, realism

and beauty.

Arian created the exquisite murals in the Palace of Gold, the
largest tourist attraction in West Virginia, which have since been
the subject of numerous articles in such notable publications as
Time and The Washington Post. Additionally, he was commissioned
by the State of West Virginia to paint two historic 20-foot murals
for the Wheeling Civic Center, now viewed by millions of visitors.
Governor Jay Rockefeller, an avid art collector, called Arian’s work
“extraordinary and beautiful... works of art rarely seen in this country

today.”

Arian continues to refine his craft, taking great care in developing
each individual composition through preliminary concept sketches,
compositional treatments and color studies. Hisimages themselves,
however, are intuitive. The images “create themselves,” coming not
from the artist’s consciousness but from somewhere deep within
his spirit, expressing his understanding of life’s magnificence in an

attempt to convey that message through his artwork.
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= Arian was born on June 27, 1947 in Des Moines, lowa, and spent
many hours throughout his youth in museums studying the painting
techniques of the masters.

= From the third grade, when he was taught to draw in perspective,
his first taste of Realism, Arian’s artistic passion was awakened and
his destiny became apparent.

= Arian’s formal art education began at Northwest Missouri State in
Marysville, Missouri.

= At age twenty-one Arian made a commitment to live the spiritual

life of a monk and for the next eighteen years his artistic genius was nurtured by his
spiritual order, as he was given abundant opportunities for advanced study and
worldwide travel while devoting many hours a day to painting in advancement of
humanity’s spirituality.

= After studying at a private academy in Florence, Italy, Arian returned to the U.S. and
was offered a full scholarship to the New York Academy of Art, but after a chance
meeting with master sculptor Angelo Frudakis, he opted to attend the Frudakis
Academy of Classic Realism in Philadelphia instead.

= His studies continued at the Barnstone Studios in Pennsylvania, where he first came to
know about the golden mean and scared geometry, before becoming the Art Director
at the Palace of Gold in Wheeling, West Virginia.

= While in West Virginia, Arian was heavily involved in creating the ambiance of the
opulent Palace of Gold by utilizing his enormous artistic talent to create stunning murals
for West Virginia’s largest tourist attraction; the subject of numerous articles in such
notable publications as the Washington Post and Time Magazine.

= Upon seeing Arian’s two twenty-foot murals that had been commissioned for the
Wheeling Civic Center, then Governor Jay Rockefeller remarked that they were
“extraordinary and beautiful... works of art rarely seen in this country today.”

= After his world traveling, Arian felt drawn to Southern California, where he broadened

his art education still further by attending the Athenaeum School of Art in La Jolla and
the Watts Atelier in San Diego.

© 2009 - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



= As Arian continued to reach out to the world through his art, his works took a new direction
and he was on his way to developing what is now known as “Figurative Modernism”,

a sensual, yet spiritual way of expressing the human condition, often featuring “sacred
geometry” and “the golden mean”, an attribute of beauty associated with the mathematics
between beauty and truth.

< Arian feels that he must reach out with his art to touch the soul and therefore is compelled
to seek a certain level of spirituality in his paintings: “Art awakens the soul to the timeless
presence of beauty and truth.”

= The function of art, it responsibility if you will, according to Arian, is to remind mankind of
life’s magnificence and to inspire them to strive to make their dreams become reality.

= “Figurative Modernism” embraces the essence of pure spiritual beauty as a translation of
the human condition that is naturally beautiful, transforming it into a visual interpretation that
is a fusion of the spiritually and romantic inclinations that are inherent in mankind.

collections, exhibitions, notable museum placements & installations

Arian’s original paintings can be found in the collections of
many notables throughout the world, including:

« George Harrison — Former Beatle and world renowned British singer,
musician and composer

= Michael Jackson - Internationally known pop icon

= The former Prince of Iran

= The Prince of Saudi Arabia

< Many Prominent Industrialists in India

Notable museum placements of Arian’s works include:

<« The Australian Museum
= The Art Gallery of South Australia

Arian’s most notable installations are his exquisite murals at:
= The Palace of Gold - this facility in West Virginia has been referred to in the
media as the “Taj Mahal of the West” and has many of Arian’s works gracing

its hall.

« Wheeling Civic Center — Arian painted two twenty-foot murals for this often
visited complex in Wheeling, West Virginia.
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“Art is an expression of the rapture of being...
unveiling a fragment of the radiance within all form.
Art awakens the soul...

to the timeless presence of beauty and truth.”

The exceptional work of master painter Arian is the product of
natural artistic talent and heartfelt passion, tempered by more than
thirty years of devoted study, astute observation and the unfurling

realization of his vast artistic vision.

Arian’s artistic career began to unfold as a child growing up in the Midwest, where he poured
over books on animals and then carefully drew the pictures freehand into a treasured portfolio
of drawings and sketches that he kept by his side. His passion for drawing knew no bounds, and
soon after, he was creating charcoal portraits of his relatives and painting still lifes on an easel
set up in the basement of his family’s home. When Arian entered the third grade, one of his most
captivating memories was when a teacher taught him to draw a rowboat in perspective. This first
experience with Realism launched him towards what would become his greatest artistic passion
to date. In his later childhood years, Arian knew that he wanted to study art or architecture as a
life pursuit, and when he wasn’t drawing and sketching, he often built small scale model buildings

out of balsa wood.

One of the most significant artistic turning points in Arian’s development came at the age of 14
when he experienced his first true transcendental moment upon viewing the original work of
the Dutch 17th century master, Rembrandt, for the first time. He was visiting the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York when he came upon a painting that shocked him as thoroughly as it

thrilled him. It was a Rembrandt painting of a woman’s profile.

“Something opened within me that day that is still a primary influence in all of my work. It was the
‘chiaroscuro’ - the brilliant interplay of light and shadow, which evoked a sense of transcendent,
uncanny presence that | had never witnessed before in a work of art. Rembrandt captured
the soul of his subjects in a way that few have ever done - the imprint of spirit clearly painting
through him as heavenly muse. It brought a whole new dimension to art and life forme.” Upon
returning to his studies, he realized that his aspiration as an artist was to create art that would

touch people’s souls just as deeply as Rembrandt had touched his.

At the age of 21, Arian took the vows of a monk and was granted the same rare opportunity
to create art that Michelangelo once had - both were sponsored by a religious organization
to cultivate their artistic genius. For almost 2 decades, Arian painted seven days a week, 10
hours a day, with seemingly boundless energy for his beloved craft. During this time of seclusion,
Arian heightened his level of spiritual awareness and raised his level of creativity to a whole new

dimension.

“Art, for me is not only a means of self-expression, but a means of self realization and personal
growth. I strive to express the eternal qualities of humanity that transcend our individual differences
- the archetypal truths of love, peace and beauty that touch all of us. The greatest meaning I’ve
found in my life resides within these basic truths and because of this, | want to convey them

through my art.”

The scope of Arian’s command over his art is demonstrated by his ability to paint a wide variety
of subjects. During 1981, he was commissioned by the state of West Virginia to paint two historic
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murals, each measuring 12 by 20 feet. These historic murals have been viewed by millions of
visitors at the renowned Wheeling Civic Center. During the dedication ceremony, Governor Jay
Rockefeller, an avid art collector, described Arian‘s work as “extraordinary and beautiful...works

of art rarely seen in this country today.”

To further pursue his passion for classical composition, figurative realism, and anatomy, Arian
traveled across country to interview with the New York Academy of Art. Based on one impromptu
charcoal drawing, he was offered a full scholarship on the first day he arrived. Although the
school is very prestigious, he didn’t sense that the teacher would influence his artwork to the level
he felt confident he could achieve. So, he continued his travels to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
where he met master sculptor, Angelo Frudakis. Upon meeting the renowned artist, it was clear
to Arian that he could refine his own gift for painting by sculpting and drawing from live models
at the Frudakis Academy of Classic Realism. Later, at the Barnstone Studios in Pennsylvania, Arian
continued to study drawing, color theory and classical composition using the golden mean, or

divine geometry.

Arian then traveled to the Ecole Des Beaux Arts in Paris; then on to London,
Rome, Venice and Florence - studying the great masters, visiting the
magnificent museums and marveling over the beauty of the sweeping
countryside. He settled at a private art academy outside Florence, in the
villa of 15th century writer and philosopher Niccolo Machiavelli. During his
travels abroad, Arian became strongly influenced by several well-known
European artists. He was captivated by the work of 18th century British
painter J.W. Waterhouse, a Romantic Classicist with a love for legend and
mystery. Like Arian, he had an unerring sense of composition, and for subtle
color harmonies that rely on the judicious choice of complementary hues.
The women Waterhouse paints are a sensitive, inimitable combination of

modesty and sensuality, imbued with the painter’s own imagination.

The breathtaking craftsmanship of Wiliam Bouguereau, an 18th century
French painter, has also notably influenced Arian’s work. His realism is subtly
idealized, creating an ethereal quality that evokes spiritual overtones. For him,
form is the supreme object of art. The beautiful arrangement of shape, line,
and color were of such importance to Bouguereau that he often had trouble

naming his own paintings, as Arian has experienced for similar reasons.

Perhaps the most enduring influence on Arian’s evolving painter’s hand
has been American expatriate John Singer Sargent, an American Realist
born in Florence in 1856. “My endless admiration for Sargent’s faultless
draftsmanship is due, in large part, to the amazing economy of strokes and

virtuoso brushwork that all of his paintings so aptly display.”

Inspired and filled with the culture and art of Europe, Arian drew from plaster
casts, live models, and continued to study color theory. His art was exhibited
during the annual festival in the picturesque coastal city of Viareggio, near

Florence, Italy.

After returning to America, Arian spent the next several years as Art Director for the Palace of
Gold in Wheeling, West Virginia. During this privileged period, Arian supervised the creation of
paintings, stained glass windows, tapestries, and murals, including several large ceiling murals.
Acclaimed by the media as the ‘Taj Mahal of the West,” the Palace, seven years in the making, is
a miracle of inlaid marble walls and floors containing 230 tons of 50 kinds of marble from around
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the world. Featured in full-page articles in such magazines as Time, Life, and the Washington Post,
it’s crystal chandeliers, 80 stained glass windows, and 8,000 square feet of 22 karat gold leaf have
attracted more than half a million visitors each year.

When his work on the Palace of Gold was completed, Arian was inextricably drawn to move to one
of nature’s most beautiful geographical areas - the Southern Coast of California. He continued
to refine his craft amidst the scenic coastline he found so conducive to artistic expression. During
this period, he frequently pilgrimaged to the beautiful island of Maui, where, in meditative reverie,
he was inspired to conjure “worlds dripping with unearthly beauty” that would later influence his

emerging phase of romantic realism.

For almost a decade, until the late 1990’s, Arian
focused on painting nostalgia scenes. Often
compared to the American illustrator Norman
Rockwell, he painted scenes that were endearing
and idyllic, and frequently included his two growing
sons as subjects. At the height of his success in this
genre, with poster, greeting card and calendar
contracts in place with major publishing houses,
he experienced an overwhelming urgency to
move on from the nostalgia, to allow his creative
expression to rise to new heights. He wanted to
move farther into fine art — to stretch beyond his
limits with line, color, harmony, balance and rhythm,
while still maintaining the integrity of realism. His
unrest was palpable, overriding the lucrative offers
to produce more nostalgia in favor of following this

higher calling.

He began to draw from live models several times a week, taking great care in developing each
individual composition through preliminary conceptual sketches, compositional treatments and
color studies. Moving from nostalgic realism to romantic realism, he began to paint idyllic scenes
combining nature and women - two of the artist’s timeless and favored subjects. His first painting
of a beautiful woman in classical roman garments, “Eternal Mystery”, quickly resulted in a new
contract with Masterpiece Publishing Inc., a publisher of fine art. The paintings that followed were

equally compelling, with a spiritual quality that expresses what Arian calls, ‘lucid submission’.

His images themselves are deeply intuitive. According to Arian, “the images create themselves,”
expressing his understanding of life’s magnificence through the medium of art. The appeal of
Arian’s work is timeless and global. There is a peaceful and pristine quality in his art, which remains
consistent regardless of the subject matter. Many people experience a rare serenity when viewing

Arian’s work, which is much of the reason why his images seem to touch everyone.

“There are times that | lose self-consciousness and just watch my hand moving in response to my
oneness with the subject; that’s when magic happens, and | know that forces beyond me are
working through my brush...these are the moments that | live for as an artist.”

His collector list spans the globe, including composer and performer George Harrison, Michael
Jackson, Loni Anderson, Tippi Hedren, Earl Holliman, Ken Howard, the royal families of Iran and
Saudi Arabia, prominent Indian industrialists, and many others. Arian’s work has been exhibited
internationally in such cities as New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Las Vegas, Miami, Bombay, Paris,
and Viareggio Italy.
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